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COOKE CARRIES WAR ON
COMPETITORS TO RALEIGH

Introduces Bill in Legislature to Kill Army Stores
Aldermen Send P. H. Williams to Raleigh
to Forestall Cooke With Another Bill

Failing to secure the passage
i: - :

t a ciiv uiuiueiiice imposing a
tax of $1,000 on second hand
clothing dealers before, the

oard of Aldermen Monday
is at

a member of the local Re-

tail Merchants' Association and
a member of the N. C. General
Assembly, took his "ordinance to
ka!eig!i this week, made a bill
ii it and dropped it into trie Leg-
islative Hopper a few minutes
after the Speaker of the House
called for the introduction of
! ills Tuesday morning.

Mr. Cooke is determined about this
.l.liiir. These army goods stores seem
r :. :o making inroads on his own clotli- -
: - business. Mr. Cooke has been yell-i- :l

! prices and making '"dirt cheap'
Li advertising slogan ever since he

., v i his stock of clothing and furnish--- s

:;ciu Bertie County and recently
entered Elizabeth City a class

- r NIi merchants who have out
Cooke in the matter of cheap

'v. : 'lie and cheap goods. And
pair of Jewish brethren erected,
ii fi vacant lot right in front of

f - store r.nd displayed their wares
. it was too much for Mr.

. - ko is the prime mover in the
tl.e a 'my goods stores and sec-- :
.1 ! tiling dealers and enlisted

if the Retail Merchants'
A -- : :':.n. A committee of the .Asf?o- -

. ilrow up an ordinance to impose
f si.O(it) oil second hand clothing

".. : ; This committee was composed
r V. CoI:e. Frank Cooke, a baker's

,:'. :. and W. S. White, a seed
. The ordinance didn't mean any- -'

:.:!.. to tLe latter pair and thrse- -
. : - of the Merchants" Association

:' ,:f la.ow anything about it until
' t before the- - Board of Alder-- m

. ii. Before the Board of Aldermen
ni ..n:-- had to stand by Cooke be-- .

; he was a member of the Asso- -

ti and acting in the Association's
r. jv authority ot a committee sane- - :

hv tl Association. - 4

Cooke's ordinance fared before
: .id of Aldermen Monday night is J

where in this newspaper,
rhe ordinance introduced by Mr.

a: the meeting of the Board of
n Monday night imposing a tax .

"O on second hand clothing deal-jth- e

i Kliz-o- eth City and providing a
S.---

.0 for violation of its provi- - Act
-- "::?-. liasn't Aldsrmanic sanction, is '-d

by a new bill drawn up yester-h- '.

T'.i new bill, greatly modified, was
',:rr."i over to Alderman P. II. Wil-;iai;;- s.

who was. dispatched to the Gen- -

rill Assembly last night in an endeavor
r forestall the passage of the Cooke
.,n.

The new bill, drawn up by the Alder-ii!o- n

yesterday, would impose a tax of
on intinerant merchants and an

additional tax of $50 on the sale of
(. ml hand goods. It also provides

that anyone engaging in the pawnbrok-iii- ti

business must pay a tax of $250,
v.ii-c- means that anyone conducting a
business embracing all these lines
v.i.ild have to pay a total license of

.."()().

The bill was submitted to the Mer-ii.iiit- s"

Association yesterday afternoon
approval, before Mr. "Williams left

f.T Iia'.eigh. This bill will likely meet
irli public approval. It is certain that

Cooke's hasn't. Starting out with the
fo! allegation that the army stores
oiudit to be put out of business because
they sell unclean goods a direct sland-

er of the government itself Mr Cooke
proposes to sterilize unclean goods by
imposing a tax of $1,000 on them. For
Sl.f00 Mr. Cooke would' permit any-
body to sell clothing carrying the germs
of venereal and other diseases. He
M'eins not so much concerned about the
fact that itinerant merchants should be
made to pay a tax commensurate with
rhe taxes paid by. establish d merch-
ants.

Another bill introduced by Mr. Cooke
in Kaleigh this week is known as House
Bill Xo. 00 "To change the Highway
Commission in, Pasquotank County."
No one knows the nature of this bill.
Mr. Cooke left here with a bill ap-

proved by the Highway Commission,
authorizing the Commission to hire out
the chain gang, or abolish it by order
of Court, in its discretion. The High-

way Commission wants to get rid of
the chain, gang and use the money now
spent i;pon its maintenance in working
the roads another way. "Whether Mr.
'"'loke has introduced this bill to abol-

ish the rhain gang or drawn up another
11 -- a matter of speculation. Likely

u.,t he would abolish the Highway
".!,. mission itself if E. F. Aydlett told

to do it.
Ir. E. J Griffin, representing this

-!'; t in the State Senate, in a long
telephone conversation yester-'li- y

advised this newspaper that he
would not interfere with any legislation
iHiodueod by Mr. Cooke unless he was
i'i'l'iised of opposition to such legisla-- f

'"ii. If opposition is revealed to Sen-Griff- in

he will hold any of Cooke's
''i'ls in the Senate Committees until the
flosition can come to Raleigh and be

heard.

129 Bills First Day
With 129 items of legislation, ranging

Entere SecoaOlM Uttor at

HE IS THE NEW PASTOR OF
1ST METHODIST CHURCH

k c

ji

A'

? kj- -
X.

REV. N. H. D. WILSON
THE new pastor of First Methodist
Church South in this city says he does
not put his face forward as a strong
point, but he has a good faca at that.
Anyway, he says it's "the only face he
has and his new charge wilr have to
csi used to it. Mr. Wilson is a grad-
uate of the University of North Caro-
lina and a graduate of Vanderbilt Uni-

versity. His experience, ts a minister
covers a psriod of about 30 years and
he has an enviable record as a paster
who hss givc--a satisfaction wherever he
has served.

in importance from the. seining for cat-

fish in the" Catawba river to abolition
of the death penalty for crime in North
Carolina, three petitions praying re-

lease from the SUitewide stock law. and
a brief message from Governor Morri-
son indicating his intention not to offer
any suggestion other than that con-

tained in his call for the session, covers
the work done in th. license and Senate
on the opening doy of the special ses-

sion ' convened Tuesday morning at II
o'clock.
1 Staterwide ..legislation . included in the

introduced in both Houses include.
the Spence measure on capital

punisiimont, a resolution provuung ior
la State bond issue to' take up the defi-

le it in the State school fund; repeal of
the section of the Finance Act taxing

net incoYje of insurance companies;
repeal of the section of the Finance

which taxes Liberty Bonds held by
banks as part of their surplus, the re
vised Municipal Finance act, and the
Burgwyn bill reducing the property tax
exemption from $300 t $50.

Though getting away to a flying start
in the matter of new legislation offered,
most of it in the nature of local bond
issue measures, the hopes of early ad-

journment received a perceptible jolt in
the number of bills offered." The Senate
passed np a resolution setting Friday,
December 16 ns the day for the ex
piration of the session and Friday of
this week as the final day in which roll
call bills may be introduced. Brevity
of session is clearly emphasized in the
message sent to the House and the Sen-

ate by the Governor.
Free Rangers Busy

Opponents of the State "Wide Stock
Law which goes into effect Jan. 1, 1022,

are in Kaleigh in full force this week,
praying the Legislature to postpone the
operation of the law to a later date.
They claim they can't sell their cattle
and that they haven't money with which
to buy fences. It all sounds very real
very pitiful, but the advocates of stock
law contend that the freerangers will
never have any stock fit to sell and
will never have enough money w:ith
which tf build fences so long as they
are free The fight on the
Stock' Law may overshadow the very
purposes for which this special session
was called.

"JOLLIES OF 1922w TO BE A
GIRLY EXTRAVAGANZA

Thirty Girls in Cast of Sixty In Elks'
Big Minstrel Show

Elizabeth City Elks promise Elizabeth
City amusement lovers the greatest ar-

ray, of local talent ever presented in
any musical comedy extravaganza ever
presented on the local stage in their
big frolic and Minstrel Show, "The Jol-

lies of 1922." - -
There are 60 people in the cast,

thirty of them girls. Special scenery
and costumes will be used and the songs
and jokes will be the very latest, re-

cently lifted from Broadway and given

to most home folk for the first time.
"The Jollies of 1922" will be pre-

sented at the Alkrama Theatre two
nights: Monday and Tuesday, Dee. 19

and 20. Aside from the "fact that this
is an Elk's show, and therefore bound

to be a good one, the proceeds will be

devoted - to charity. The Elks spread
a lot of Christmas joy and cheer among

the less fortunate members of society

at Christinas time and the proceeds of
the show go to their charity fund at
just the right season.

FOR EXCHANGE 1 three gallon cow

and calf; want to trade for small horse
or mule. See or write W. L. PERRY,
Point Harbor, N. C. p.D.9-l- t

, T- --
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NOKTH CAROLINA

'CHAMOIS SKIN'

An Unique Industry in North
Carolina Depends Upon

Sharks
By W. O. SAUNDERS.

When milady powders her face
and rubs the powder in with a
soft and luxurious skin which
she thinks is Chamois, it prob
ably isn't Chamois skin at all. In
stead of being the skin of a fleet
and agile goat-lik- e- animal that
once leaped the chasms of the
Tyrolean Alps or gamboled upon
the precipitous cliffs of the Pyr
enees, it may be just a part of
an important testine .of a bull
shark taken on the North Caro-
lina Coast.

Much of the so-call- ed chamois skin
of modern commerce is made from the
fibrous intestine or sac that carries the
seminal fluid of the male shark, and
thousands of sharks caught on the
Xorth Carolina Coast supply the - trade
with these skins.

"Chamois skin" is but one of several
articles of commce obtained from the
shark. From the hide of this- - sea
monster aN beautiful leather is obtained
which is used extensively in the man-
ufacture of shoes, gloves, purses, hand
bags and leather goods of the fitier
sorts. From the liver of the shark is
extracted one of the most valuable oils
of commerce. The fins of the shark are
eagerly purchased by the Ch&ese and

Orientals. From the skull of the
shaik is taken a - valuable "gelatinous
substance which science expects to us
extensively in the treatment of-- menta'
diseases. And from the flesh and refus;
fertilizer - made.

Probably the most important shark
fishery in the woidd is located on the
North Carolina Coast, near Morehead
City. The plant is owned by the Ocean
Leather Co., of New York City. It
employs a force of ten or a dozen men
in the preparation and manufacture of
oil and fertilizer. The hides of the
sharks are shipped to a tannery" in
Xewark, X. J. The fins are . sun dried

Land" sold to the Chinese in New York
and other Eastern cities. The Chinese
consider these fins a great tlelicacy for
soup making. Lat year the Chinese
in America couldnt consume all the fins
produced at Morehead City and several
shiiViients ot fins were exported to Hon-
olulu and Hong Kong.

An average shark yields about 12
pounds of dried fins for which the trade
pays GO cents a pound.
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Sharks Caught.
Leather Morehead

fishermen en-

gaged catching
caught enormous

fishermen
fisher-

man mullets

usually

hours, robbing
fishermen exciting extreme-
ly hazardous taking

morning. Occasion-
ally specimen

'spearing
delivered hammer.

"range length
eighteen twenty
length caught More-hea- d

fishermen
derrick required

monsters
fishing steamer.

sharks,
uncertain.

twenty-fiv- e

monsters;
Friday,

.1921, ranging
length seventeen

Dynamite.
fishermen looking

taking
netting. altogether cum-

bersome expensive.
expense, enormous

employed,
refused

investment thousands
dollars
scrapped.

Leather
dynamite.

patrol looking
dynamite

operation. dyna-

miting at-

tempted dyna-

mite shipped
Morehead

Howard. Howard
arrived Beaufort
August ashore. schooner,
valued $55,000 explosive

Luckily
dynamite explode

varieties
caught Carolina

Shoveinose,
Sandbar, Blacklip, Leopard

Maneater.

Choice
Morrisette Raper. p.D.9-l- t

risnermen WantMore lerrttory

INDEPENDENT

rien-v- n grudv 8har-- s west
beentCoaj;t Afrit.a about twenty years

shark yield
three" square skin,"

which
cow's.

Ocean
three

work sharks.
sharks
made shark

sharks
ocean,

inland sounds.
sharks

night them drown

sport them
from

virile
when fished.

killed

Sharks
average

sharks
City about welve

from

catch catch
other times

Some there sharks
other days bring

thirty
days catch

sharks
from each.

With
shark

better their game

Once, great
baited

buoys
sharks either

buoys when they

hooks buoys

Ocean plans
shark

boats
schools sharks

school
sharks have .been

from
City littleschoon-e- r

Louise Louise
storm

total cargo

saved.
There

sharks North
Coast. They

Then there small- -

FOR SALE large pecans,

day,.

much
taken snarK.

hide

Hew

City

stout rope.
their

just
their (the

most

alive

alive
blow

head with
from

feet.

feet.
deck

fish,
days

crews

Dec.

feet

The
than

Nets

hoks held

took
took

bait.

hunt with

cargo
East

trim

went
car-

go loss.

bjpmuitted

EXPENSIVE

substitutes

substituted
anything

professional

HATHAWAY

3AJSIGH

finese

ssCt

OPPOSITION having developed
Dare County pound

be.veen Ccllingtcn Mashc&s Creek,
Fisheries Commission Board

.s.v.- -

arguments render daoisioa
publishes herewith photographic facsimile government ter-
ritory wanted Manns Harbor fishermen indicated thereon. Fishermen
Manns Harbor their present
stroyed government dredges
ground suffer great financial

species known Puppy Shark
dogfish.

Facts About Sharks.
Sharks, ovoparous ovovivi- -

parous; scientine
saying
others their young alive
hatched female.

peculiarly endowed nature
organs reproduction

equal potency hu-

man .scientist?- - interest, which
"should probably .anj-write-u-

p

sbarl.C
.'resident Ocean Leather
himself interesting personal-

ity, Alfred Ehrenreich,
chemist scientist.

pursuing
scientific pastime, discovered

commercial possibilities de-

spised monster. Returning
America, began establish fish-

eries. addition fishery
Morehead City, Ocean Leather

smaller fishery Sanibel Island,
another .Bahama Isl-

ands.

THREE-FOURTH- S OF THE
MONEY STAYS AT HOME

cross Christmas Seals Provide
Funds Local Relief

Work

Elizabeth City asked $300
worth Cross Christmas seals
between Christmas con-

tribution work tubercular
North Carolina. modest

request State Sanatorium makes
inasmuch Elizabeth City

sends patients Sanator-
ium, other

state.
small part money

Sanatorium. Three-fourth- s

money received
stamps kept Elizabeth

City relief local
defray expenses

people Sanatorium,
Mrs. Saunders charge

Cross Xmas seals.
desires number active
women girls helping these

before public. believes
every allotted could

afternoon bridge
whist members

would afternoon's games
much

seals.

CHEAP LENSES
ARE LENSES

There bargain days
good eye

Cheaper materials- -

most except cor-

rectly fitted lense. "Cheap"
lenses oftentimes trouble

serious nature de-

fects they supposed correct.
Only people been trained

recognize defects vision
know make proper

correction capable advising
important subject

lenses. Avoid trouble consulting
reliable people
taking advice.

DR. J.D.
Optometrist

Bradford Bldg... Elizabeth City, N.,C.
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petition cf the fishermen of Man
area of 2.000 by 3,030 yards at a paint
rcfrth oi Roanoke Island, the S.ate

special meeting iiT Elizabeth City, Thurs

fishing grounds have been 'virtually de
Croaian Scundnd they must liave more

U. S. ARMY GOODS DEALER
QUITS ELIZABETH CITY

Ail The Row About Second Hand Army
Goods Doesn't Bother Man Whose

Business Started It.

M. Banda.-- , of the V. S.
Army & Navy Store, a branch of bis
Newport News business cf that name,
will close his store here on Dec. 26,
and anybody, can-hav- tLe. business who
wants, it, so far as he is concerned.
His loaso n thie . old -- staod.of tLe Sw-
ings Bank & Trust Co. expires on Jan.
1, but he is vacating earlier to enable
the bank to put the Building in order
by Jan. 1. Mr. Bandas leased from the
Savings Bank who held a lease on the
piece until Jan. 1. The Bank's lease
called for the return of the property to
its owner. C. II. Robinson, on the same
date, but to restore the property as
they found it the Savings Bank must
take out the partition which was erect-
ed to give Fowler & Co. an entrance
from Foindexter St. to their Water St.
store. Fowler & Co. will no longer
have a Poindexter St. entrance.

The public is not given to know what
Mr. Robinspn purposes to do with the
store made vacant. It is known that
he has nearly a dozen applicants for it.

M. Bandas will cot try to find an-

other stand in "Elizabeth City. He is
going on to another town and was look-

ing over Hertford this week with a view
to locating a store there.

SHAD CAUGHT ON N. C
COAST IN NOVEMBER

Earliest Run of Shad Seen Here in Re-

cent Years One Caught In Al- -
ligator River

The continued warm weather of the
past few weeks may have been respons-
ible for the appearance of white shad
on the North Carolina coast. Several
boxes of shad have been shipped from
Morehead City within the past few
weeks, the earliest shipments on r,ecord
at that great fish distributing center.
These shad were caught in an ocean
pound net. v At least one shad has been
caught in the inland waters of the state
recently. Charlie Midgett, of Manns
Harbor, caught a fine buck shad at 'the
mouth of Alligator River on or about
Thanksgiving Day.

NEW BROKERAGE FIRM-OPEN-S

IN ELIZABETH CITY

Elizabeth City has a new brokerage
firm, The Fisher Brokerage Co., with
offices in "the First & --Citizens National
Bank Building. The members of the
firm are J. D. Fisher and Mills E. Bell.
Mr. Bell resigns his position as Auditor
of Elizabeth City to give his entire
time to the office work of the company
while Mr. Fisher will give his time to
the trade. Both men. are experienced
in the business in which they have em-

barked and ' both are hustlers. They
will .sell the jobbing" trade only and
have already secured a number of es-

tablished and popular lines.

GLASSER WANTS TO GIVE
CLOTHING TO THE POOR

Moses Glasser, who has recently op-

ened - a clothing store here, tells this
newspaper that he "Will donate clothing
to ten needy families of this city. He
asks that the Red Cross furnish him
with' the names of ten ot the most
needy, in order that he may donate ac-

cording to a plan he says' he has long
carried out each. Christmas among the
poor in Norfolk. .

1

K'err Fridj bv W. O, Baonden at

ELIZABETH
SHINES IN THIS OPERA

.V ' ''
'(

In Esther, the Beautiful Queen" Frank HuftyHas Brought Out the QMty Best in Both .

Vocal and Instrumental Music

THE
SWBCTADV, nr . . . .w. ,, ur- - KuniUULTURE

WASHINGTON -
' Dec. I, 1921.

Pear Mr. Saunders:- -
I have received clipping of your

editorial "An ' Opportunity of a
Life Time." Let me assure you
that this Department has been do- -
inn QvfiviffliiM. tt . ...a iuss:oie io expend
the exports of our corn. We have
given especial attention to getting
some of this surplus to Russia. It
is too long j story to deal with in
a' letter, but I did not want vn tn
entertain the' impression that we
have not been doing everything in
our power along the lines indicated
in your editorial.

Very truly yours, -

. : HENRY WALLACE.
To Mr. V. O. Saunders, .

Editor The Independent,
, cuzaDeirLuity, N. C. 1

A FEW ALDERMEN TRY
TO TURN SELFISH TRICK

Stnte Highway Engineers Don't Run
Road To Suit Selden

Streeters

Elizabeth City tax payers may look
for the introduction of -- a bill in the
present extra session of the Generel
Assembly authorizing the Board of. Al-
dermen to extend the city limits on Sei
dell St. to as far as Ehringhaus St.
with permission to pave Selden St. at
the city's expense. And all because of
the following innocent looking item ap-
pearing in the minutes of the Board of
Aldermen under date of Thursday. Nov.
29. Read:

"It is moved and carried that this
Board write proper authorities asking
them that' they use the Rum Road Sur-
vey for the State Highway entering
this city from Hertford and that this
Board hereby agrees "to hard surface
either Ehringhaus or Selcfen St. to the
city limits." - '

The above resolution by the Board of
Aldermen, was passed out of regular
session without public knowledge and
the records do not show' who voted for
it. This newspaper is advised that only
a few members were present at the
meeting. Among these were TV. H. j

Jennette who would be benefitted by
me xieriiora xioaa --coining tnru ii.nring-hau- s

or --Selden street; Roscoe Fore
man, brother-in-la- w of Mr. Jennette,
and G. W. Stevens, another property
owner who might be benefitted by the
State Highway entering the city via
Selden St. In the background appears
Representative C. A. Cooke, another
Selden St. property owner.

The resolution passed by a few mem-
bers of the Board of Aldermen in se-

cret session is most unfortunate, in
view of the trouble the State Highway
Commission has encountered --in dealing
with . road --problems in this county. The
State Highway Commission has one of
the best engineering corps in America
in its employ and the matter of select-
ing a route for the State Highway from
Hertford thru this city was left to these
engineers. The engineers have surveyed
every route and determined upon a
route which leaves Rum Road at Carl
Commander's farm and enters the city
via Church St., ' making a more direct
entry into the city at a saving of mil-
eage, than would be the case if any of
the present routes were approved. In
the interest of economy and mileage the
engineers have selected the shortest
way inoMhe city from the main high-
way, proposing to cut a new road for
this purpose. But. selfish interests can
not be stilled and the State Highway
Commission is made to believe that
Elizabeth City thru its Board of Alder-
men opposed to anything but a road
that would benefit a' few Selden St.
property owners. And tins' newspaper
dwesn't believe the city as a whole cares
a rap about it. "

FOR SALE Choice large pecans, 55c
per lb. Morrisette & Raper. p.D.9-l- t

ner in the role of Mordecai seems to
have found a., part fitted to him ry

way and he makes the most of it. The
duet work of Mrs. Foreman an J Mrs.
Ehringhaus, and Mrs. Twiddy r.nd Mr.
Brownley, is particularly good and the
work of Miss Harney and Miss Hufty
deserves special mention.

The orchestra of ten pieces, which
furnishes the music for this opera like
so many professionals, is couqposed
solely of local talent recruited from tLe
younger musical group of the c.'ty and
especially organized and rehearsed for
this particular opera. With an orches-
tra giving him such able support and
with Mrs. I. M. Meekins as his c:oin-panis- t,

Frank R. Hufty has succeeded
well wit' Esther and if this newspaper
doesn't miss its guess his work will be
given an ovation to-nig-

It is regrettable that such a splendid
production should have been staged in
an auditorium so unsuited for it. The
Alkrama Theatre is inadequate enough,
but it should have been staged at the
Alkrama by all means. The Choral So-

ciety has saved nothing and a splendid
effort has been cheapened by the short-
sightedness of committee that could-
n't foresee what everybody else now
sees.' W; O. S.

- j .

?io A YEAR

CITY TALENT

In the presentation of th e oo- -
era Esther" I which closes its
second performance in the High
School Auditorium to-nig- ht, the
Elizabeth City Choral Society
has scored, a great triumph.
Frank R. Hufty, director of the
Choral Society made no mistake
in the ' selection of this particu-
lar vehicle. The . music is simple
and tuneful, the characters are
fitted to the parts and the opera-i-

crammed full of appealing
choral numbers peculiarly adapt-
ed to a chorus recruited largely
from the choirs of the various
churches..

Two months have been consumed m
tireless rehearsals by nearly a hundred
local singers aridmusieians in "the per-
fection of the local production. And
then, to give "the piece the proper color
and atmosphere a gorgeous waulrobe of
costumes costing more than $5,000 wa
rented from the biggest theatrical eos-tum- er

in America. ':
If Elizabeth City does not pack tieHigh School Auditorium to-nig- ht and

show its appreciation of the efforts put
forth by the Choral Society, then Eliza-
beth City musical talent, will be utterly
discouraged and Elizabeth. City doesn't
deserve good music or anything b?auti-ful- -

,V ,A
The opera "Esther" is taken fromthe biblical book .of that name. Thescenes are laid in Persia in the rear510 B. C, according to the bibljcal nar-

rative. Ahasuerus or Xerxes is Kingof Persia. After a feast! of 1ST days
Xerxes has a quarrel with his wife

ashti because that lady would not ar-ray herself in her finest imperial tog-
gery and display her charms --to the rev-
ellers He puts Tashti aside, as anexample to all the . other rebellious
wives of his kingdom, and seeks anoth-er wife. Esther, the cousin and. fosterdaughter of Mordecai a Jew, is easilythe prettiest woman in the kingdom
and, the fact of her Jewish ancestrybemg concealed from Ahasuerus, shebecomes queen of Persia.

TVitlr his" foster 'daughter married 'tothe king, Mordecai. feels himself .in important, personage in the kingdom andhangs out around the palace "ate ' Heinterests himself in the affairs' of stateauu pretenas to have discovered an at-tempt upon the king's life and tellsEsther, who in turn tells the king, andtwo conspirators are hanged.
After that Mordecai considered him-

self a superior person in the kingdom
of 'Ahasuerus and, conscious of his

to th.e queen, .he looks withcontempt upon one Hainan, fhe king's
prime minister.

The opera ppens with a gathering inthe palace in-- which the throng com- -
"

posed of Persians, Jews, queen's maids,
court officers, guards, couriers, and a
chorus of 50 makes its obeisance to
Haman. Everybody honors Hainan ex-
cept Mordecai who sits sneering at thepalace gate.

Angered by the offensiveness of Mor-
decai, Haman complains to the king,
who gives Haman permission to set
aside a day upon which all the Jews
.in Persia might be slain. '

-- Haman plans for the. big killing of
all the Jews and builds a gallows 75
feet high upon which to hang Morde-
cai. Then, tho God isn't mentioned in
the book of Esther, Mordecai with Je-
hovah favoring him gets busy and puts
it squarely up to his daughter Esther
to persuade the king to reverse his or-
ders and save the Jews, or she herself
will not escape the slaughter.

Esther succeeds in persuading the.
king to cancel his order, succeeds in
having Haman hanged on the very gal-
lows which he had built for Mordecai,
has Mordecai installed as Premier of
the realm to succeed Haman, -- and even
persuaded the Persian monarch to give
the Jews permission ta kill so many-Persi-

ans

on the very day set aside by
Haman for a Jewish massacre. The
Jews joyfully killed 75,000 and 800 Per- -
sians on the great day and were filled
with joy and gladness This is the
story, a typical old testament narra-
tive.

Mrs. J. W. Foreman plays the role
of Esther, the beautiful queen; J. C.
B. Ehringhaus is king; H. A. Brownley
is Haman, Iarry Ennis Skinner is Mor-
decai; Mrs. W. TJ. Twiddy is Zeresh, '
the wife of Haman ; Shelton Scott is
the high priest; Miss Margaret Sheep
is the prophetess; Misses Hattie Har
ney and Virginia Hufty are sisters of
Mordecai. Many others of the city's
best singers appear in the chorus and
minor parts, including Harold Foreman,
tenor; Mrs. Joe Greenleaf, soprano, --

and Mrs. L. E. Skinner, contralto.
Mrs. Foreman who .takes the title

role in the opera , is easily the finest
soprano , in North Carolina, and there
are a few good sopranos in North Car-
olina. She is fitted for far more, diff-
icult roles than the vehicle offered her.
in this performance, and there are "not
enough solo and duet numbers to bring
out her best .qualities.. Mr. Ehringhaus
as Ahasuerus is yery inch a king and
well spited to the part of a youthful
monarch, amorous enough and gracious
enough to grant any prayer of a beau-
tiful young queen. "Mr. Brownley as --

the villian .of the piece plays the role --

well, as he always does, and Mr. Skin- -
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